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TO THE|REV, RALPH EMERSON, D. D, |
Pb'q/'euqn"_' the ical Seminary atl
; | ﬂ'“ M-’ ‘IS !

| Dear /Brpther,—Al 'qdzh I have made
such heavy drafts from your fifth letter, I
‘st rever{ to it oncegmore. - There are as-
sertions fin that Jetter which I beg leave to

examineg, | You give s a reason why you
do nogwish to see any new plan invented
{ by thepppagsers of Alolitionists, to destroy
| slave at_the olll plan is better ;” the

y of exertiyg  more power over
on this sublect, which has been
‘bad effect, by every
grth, for more than

mfd l?ﬁ’
pursuec
son ef fi

.or 1,

yplways and every where, from the
[leradle| 1o the

ns of the puritans
: sion to slavery and
their desirg for universdl emancipation,
 confess, Sir, that I was samewhat surprised
Jre il thig, sentence.  You must, be
iu poskdssion of evidehce which I have ne-
ver sepi) td justify you'in making such asser-

tions. | At/what periogl have “every son of
freedo he porth™ put forth their exer-
tions asuade the people of the South
‘that gholding is @ sin—and even the
“ mott 8 offspring of sin 7" Tadmiit that
Bome paelesiastical bodies have passed reso-
lution rg pproving of slavery :—but they

svier exerted any good iifluence,
‘whiclj can be seen. Nor do I suppose that
*the sdng of the Ppritans,” who passed

psolutions, hadl thut abhorrence of

slavery which multitudes now enterwin. 1
am to confess [that I once thought
very lightly of slavery. [ consldered it as
many upw profess to consider-it, asan un-

fortunate jappendage jto Southern society,
bt so(nething in  which the slave states
{nlone were concerned. If they were wil-
- efain it, | ‘did not see what we had
to object. | I'believe, Sir, that this is the feel-
| ing which siill pervades the minds of many
persons of respectable standing at the northi,
‘who hdvé ot auended 1o the sulject. 1)
occasidndlly hear nen'of great moral worth|
maintain puch sentiments.  Seveval of our
brethren |with whom I conversed, when 1
united with the Anti-Slavery Society, ad-|'
vanced these sentiments. I have no doubt:
| that man honestly entertain them still. You'|
| sny “ the sons of the Puritans have ever tes- |
tified their nversion| to sluvery, and their de- |
sire for universal emancipavon.” If ‘this |
aversion jvas l‘onmlw upon a sense of the|
injustice and iniquity of the system, how do
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you apcount for the fact that. so many of
their 8’ have €o readily embmeed the !

: ’?t ! éﬂ 0 th,
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the Wutive Southerners ofien tauntingly ob-|
serv ttl t the Yankees make the most cro-.!
el m%tlp ‘| You arg aware, sir, that wiith
‘all their finherent lutred of slavery, many
- ministers| formerly frpm the nprth now hold '
 their w men in bondage, vindicute their
conduct by argunents deduced from the Bi- |
ble. and publish sermons ta instify theslave. |
holding dommunity | Ror same af 6 1he sone
of the |Phritans” must have changed their
views of the enormity of the system of slu-
very within a few years:  That nll do not
retain (heir “aversion” to it, I think cun be
made jo{appear by a simple statement. of
{acts. | Look at the pontroversy which has
ied on in the Methoilist Episcopal
i r two years past.  You can have-
n very [correct view lof this whole subject in|
the nent of fakts which has been put
forth I{y|Rev. Orange Scotr, in a_pamphlet
entitlel | the “ Wes’eyun Anti-Slavery Re-

view. | You will there find a mass.of evi-
dence which I think will convince i'mauof
your dor that there is a strong and wir-
‘nlen

of that kirge nud regpectable  denomination
of Christians.  Thie abolitionisis in that
Fchureh [have been| literally persecuted by
| these | pro-slavery ' brethren, because they
1 pot hold thejr pence, but would lift
this abomination. | T

-slavery :%ny among the ministers
|

spirit o litionists, are whatthey wish
toc t, and what they inveigh against,—
ButIi his were the case, why do we not
heat game comdemnation of the s;atem of
slav i public bodies Sueh
‘condemnation as is found in the writings of
the rable fountlep of their society ! 1

rejojee|that the ecclesiastical bodies belong-
ing | tol_the Congregational denomination
hav r ot manifesu?umclmpro-slm-ery spifit,
and| yer I must say that they have not stood

a du_lerm’i:lml attitude of opposition
to the gystem, as seems 1o us who are aboli-
Aiomisty, would have been proper; But the
clel%y »f the New Englund Sintes nre fust
coming up to the work. = -

" Bot/we will leave the clergy of N. Eng-
vith our best wishes for their useful-
d enguire n litle into the correcines:
assertions o= it respects the people ol
“Most of the inhubitants of N. Eng-

lnrgd | |re ¢ sons f the Purituns.” = They

, | oug tito have “ul\ways testified their aver.

gion 19 shavery nn 1.their desire of uhiversal
| emandipation.” But have they done it? 1
80, M ere isthe eI‘uIcpce ? Suppose n mar

"eonstantly nssert thut he isa whig ir

nolitice. and shotild alwnys vote with! thie



- pose it is not in eyery respect, it is sufficient.
'~ ly go for illustration.  The measures of the
. alwolitionists are it least feasible. ‘The same
, menastires bhave liberdted the slaves in “the
' Britigh dominions, and they will effect the,
. game|thing in this country if they are not

B gt gl AN -
‘.opprr ng parly, and constnntly villify lhe[
"meisires of the Whigs and -endenvor to
Couttgsyafithe Mibelm of sfingfieldiMistor Bptiriaield) A
catse/things were not ordered 10 suit hishu-
mor, |or bec wise there were some wrong
things in their public acts.  Would the as-
sertions of that man he eredited ?  You will
gny, this jianotn |mrallel eace. Well, sup-

| pullified hy theiropponents, You and many-
' ottier candid and good men honesdy believe
that these meastires have had a bad effect
upon the slaveliolders. But youw'do not, 1
take pains 1o inform your mind upon
ibject. e confidently believe 1he
ry, and we have reasons for this
belief. 1 ask you, sir, if the sympathies of
a vagt multitude of the northern people have
not ligen expressed in favor of he slave-
holdérs ever since the nction of “the aboli-
s commericed ? and if these expres
have not uced the very effect ‘up-
on their minds Which you ascribe to the ac-
cusations of the abolitionists #  Thaose gen-
tlamen have heen constantly told by ‘one
of Cangress; by onr werehanms

m, and by other persons
the sonth, and - Who re-
‘.own houses atthe north,
the differen; places of fa-
that every man of distine-

d, s opposed to.all -




tion on the subject of slavery, and disposed
| to leave then infhe quiet enjoyment of their
URS R EISA ARl RATBICID M. RRTRS W Idh
you huyve appended to onk of -~ your lelters,
shows that it is not from the harsh and |cen-
| goriof's accusations- of the ubolitionists
| against the “ nonsconforming clergy,” that

[ fromy

i pe
ou

rt men draw their inferences, but
hé conduet of those who violeutly and:
eringly oppose all their weasures.—
friend from Alabama told you that

uthern slaveholders are l'r'eqngnllyl

lheird w0 say that sensible men at the north |
\agree|with them.” ‘T'hey have had renson 10
ithink so in times past, and 1 acknowledge
that the accusations of the ubulitionists huve
_to-strengthen this belief.  But what
other inferénce could the politicians of the
; réasonably make from the violence
lich abolitionists have been treated ?
Fivethousand of the citizens of Boston
(nmohg whoin it was bousted were mahy of
jost respectuble,) broke up a female
meeting because an adidress was expected
fromthe “ king of the abolitionists,” us you
were|pleased to call him.  Mobs followed
in mIcession for more than a year, whenev-

er n.meeting was appointed to discuss the
| subjectpr slavery. ~ The southern statesmen
well piwlefstand the theory of mobs in a free,
couniry. - Théy know well tha: some @meu'}
of regpéctubility must give countenance o
tr they would be crushed jin a
nt. . The bitter and indecent terms in
which abolitionists were publicly spoken of;,
re, threats which were thgown out by
wen of | standing, excited the thoughtless
multitude to acts of violence. - Was not lhe1
ng of the Pennsylvania.Hall, any évi-
a pro-slavery party in the cuy of
ilddelphia, and-this is north of the Poto-
Mhere you say a pro-sluvery man can-
i A gentleman
from lhtn State, (a warm opposer of uboli-!
) told me that the respectable people of
that £ity would never permit n builditg to
be egected for the avowed purpose of sup-
porting ubelition doctrines; that it would be
burned ‘down immediately.  What sources
of kiowledge lie tuy have, T cunvor tell. —
To what are e to ascribe the torre its of
inve ti}e which are poured out against the

abolitiohists through nany of the public

| Jounnals, and |in many of the speeclies of
the m’iversuries of the Colonization Socie-
ty, and| in private circles of the first respecs!

tability, but 10/a pro-slavery spirit, or 1 spir-
it'at least which does not wish to rclou'(elhe}
abowination 2 I know it is said, “* the mea- |
sures ; the measures; the lucrinumiou‘b and |
denyuciatory spirit of the abolitionists is |
‘wha i b et - s P '
: e complain of. o says President |
Fisk, ;ul'su suy the Bishops of the Metlio-




“liureh, and then will write treatises 1o |

il slaveholding upon the Bible, and |
|
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whd declare unto theui their sins! 1
; w I would not apologise for the itopru-
~denges of nbolitionists, but it seems strange 1o |
“ey mind  that, the dutiject of sluvery wself
| nevrr excites the indignation of these wors
| thy {men in publie,’if they hate it so bad in
| private, l‘q_deml, Sir, it is impossible for us

.10 believe that the “sons of the Puritans”

A SOV wU Ohey e gy e A ey
ares’ Ur UnIversal eromtpey boeg™ et

they # o nothing for thie truth,” but every
thing  “against’ the trwth™” 1 would
by no means cull in question the sincerity of |
their declarations, but 1 must believe that
sonje of them are self-deceived. 1 have heard |
~ professors of religion advocate the system of’
slavery ;' I have heard them say. that God
" pinfle the negroes to be slaves 1o the white
- mep, and that the abolitionisis.were endeav-
oring to thwart the benevolent designs of
Goil; and many expressions of a similar
chdracter. T could mention n parish in the
. interior of this State, in 'which u vote wus
wained to shut out alulitio m
' thg. meeling- ~and another where the
' parisli tonmittee have refused the |house
o llnls;ol»ject, though they are willing to
' adinit ah agent of the Colonization Society !
' Tcould tell you of places where christians
will not consent to pray with the, pastor and
‘some of his church,  for wisdor to | direct
‘them? in the choice of measures to abolish
'slavery, because, they say, * it would be up-

:
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ti halding a party ;" and when prese& with
t
r

|

' cansideratious of the fouluess and injustice
of|the sys:em, will reply, “ we have nothing
to'do with the subject.” < I have never been
) alle to account for the irritability which
f “T disenssion of thissubject produces in the

' injnds of muliitudes at the northy if2iey ire
~ all renlly opposed to the system of slavery.
) There is scarcely any other subject }whiclo
y makes stich bad feelings, and sure 1 8m that
! 1o other subject, in which all are prqfesse.!-
V ly|agreed, is so exciting. ~ 1f the sluyetrvkl-
* . ens cluin ol % gensilile men at the narth™ as
%' va their side, they have founded their cluim
L wpoir - somedhing besides the accusation of
abolitionists ; and - it would be a very cusy
- | thing 10 undeceive them. 1t must be done
- by Some kind of action which bears upon
s [ 11jeir « domestic institutions.”  They never
L[ shepect decided sbolitionists as | voring
- | their cause ; but if the mensures of the ab-
¥ | ofitibnisis hinve put back the cause of emun-
- | cipation fifty .or an huudred years, why
Il | shotild not they be accounted the friends of

weholders,  So |ong us the south enter-
tined a belief that niobs, indirectly encour-
oged by respectable men at the north; would
e | it to silence the discussions of /tl .nln‘oli-




tonists, they remnained quiet, 1 REgHoEE o=
gree. They felt that their friends 'Il‘wre
e cworking  for dheir jnterests. hey
i R o el et et
goile young man, who ventured into the
slape States, and was suspected of being n-
fected with the abolition doctrines, Lowever,
scm'eﬂbly he might conduct, They were
onfidentially told, by their friends here, that
abolition was a weak affuir; thot was sus-
tined_hy o few miguided zealots and would
n ceyse.  This they believed, for a cons
iderable time, until evidence began to pouy
n upon them of u serious churacier. They
now begin to understand the subject better,
and notwithstanding the assertion of your
friend from Alaliama, “thiat they consider
very sensible njunat the worth o ngree
ith’them,” they: belieye no such thing.—~
t the letter of the Hon. Mr. Rhett 10 his
onstit\jents, speak upon this subject.

ours vespectfully,

8. OsguoD.






